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Energy  Alternatives  Topic  Of  Discussion 


Two  speakers  presented 
solar  and  water  options  for 
energy  production  at  the  Re- 
publican Town  Committee's 
second  meeting  on  energy 
alternatives  last  Wednesday. 

Mansur  Johnson,  of  Alter- 
native Directions  in  Energy 
and  Economics  Inc.,  discussed 
large  ocean  grazing  plants 
that  would,  through  a desalt- 
ing and  thermal  difference 
procedure,  produce  large 
amounts  of  electricity. 

Ocean  thermal  energy  con- 
version (OTEC)  has  the  capa- 
city. Johnson  said,  to  generate 
five  times  the  amount  of 
continuous  power  than  is  re- 
quired of  direct  solar  installed 
capacity.  In  other  words,  to 
provide  100.000  kilowatts  of 


baseload  electricity  (100  meg- 
awatts). a 100  megawatt 
OTEC  plant  could  do  what  500 
megawatt  solar  energy  can  do. 
he  said. 

OTEC  doesn't  require  ex- 
tensive land  use.  Johnson 
noted,  and  could  also  produce 
fresh  water,  and  by-products 
of  ammonia  and  hydrogen.  On 
a smaller  scale,  homes  could 
be  heated  via  OTEC  by  way  of 
fuel  cells  or  by  hydrogen  gas 
lines  through  mains  in  the 
street,  he  said. 

Edward  Allen,  of  Allen  and 
Mahone  architects  and  an  MIT 
architecture  professor,  pre- 
sented three  solar  alternatives 
— huge  sun  reflectors,  sa'el- 
lite  solar  power  stations,  and 
solar  homes  — which  rould 


successfully  capture  the  sun's 
rays  for  home  heating. 

The  first  two  alternatives. 
Allen  admitted,  w ill  probably 
not  prove  feasible  as  large 
energy  collectors  because  ot 
the  diffuse  form  in  which  the 
sun's  rays  reach  the  earth.  A 
good  use  for  the  sun.  con- 
versely. he  said,  is  for  low 
intensity  use  which  could  be 


applied  to  individual  homes 
through  proper  house  con- 
struction. 

A passive  system,  one  that 
Allen  has  seen  work  from 
first-hand  experience,  would 
require  a home  built  with 
large  windows  on  the  south 
side.  Dark  floor  surface,  insu- 
lation. and  properly  placed 
overhangs  would  ensure 


enough  heat  from  the  low  sun 
in  the  winter  and  protection 
from  too  much  heat  in  the 
summer  when  the  sun  is  high 
in  the  sky. 

Such  construction  Allen  es- 
timated to  cost  SI 0,000  more 
than  those  of  regular  house 
construction  and  would  com- 
plement convention  home 
heating  systems 


Burn  40%  Less  Wood  - Save  22%  on  Heat  Bil 

• Made  in  Vermont  ^ • Installs  in  minutes  without  tools 
• Patented  for  30  years 


New  Mariner  Number 


The  Cohasset  Mariner's 
new  phone  number,  which 
calls  into  the  main  Mariner 
Newspaper  office  in  Marsh- 
field. is  545-3950.  We  wel- 
come your  calls,  please 
mark  it  down. 

Remember  also  that  the 


Cohasset  Colonial  Pharm- 
acy is  our  drop-off  spot  for 
any  messages  or  items 
intended  for  publication. 
They  may  also  be  mailed  to 
Box  "’!  in  Cohasset. 

Thank  you  for  your  coop- 
eration with  the  Mariner. 


How  it  works. 

Using  no  electricity  or  mechanical 
device  to  run  this  heating  system, 
the  AMERICAN  STOVALATOR 
works  on  the  principle  of  the 
simple  convection  system. 
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SAFE  • AIRTIGHT  • EFFICIENT  • ATTRACTIVE 
Exclusive  Distributors  E.  Mass. 

Highway  Motor  Sales 
383-6700 

(Special  prices  & terms  expire  July  31 . 1979) 
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A PROVEN  METHOD  OF  MARKETING  YOUR  HOME 


Cohasset  Hingham  Kingston 
383-6010  749-2300  585-4373 


Marshfield  Norwell  Plymouth  Scituate 
837-0601  659-4942  747-0010  545-4900 


